GERM AX   AMERICANS

while up to his neck in work. In this office the late
Joseph Pulitzer had begun his career as a cub reporter.
Mr Pfeiffer's paper, like a majority of the German-
language dailies, is independent, American, active in
American politics, and more concerned with the in-
terests ot' Americans of German extraction in America
to-day than in what goes on in the Old Country. He
told me that he had editorially condemned the Nazi
fight against the Church, and had expressed the
editorial opinion that the Nazis were making a mistake
in the way they were treating the Jews, but had written
about it as something happening in a foreign country.

It has seemed to me all over the United States that
most German Americans have this attitude towards,
Hitlerism, whether they approve or disapprove it. One
very high-up German American, who asked me to quote
him anonymously, said, " It is in one way a delicate
question. The Reich is a sovereign state. If it decides
within that state to boycott, starve, exile, or shoni all its
astronomers, or all its young women who have bobbed
hair and cannot play the piano, other sovereign states
and citizens of other sovereign states may deplore it,
even condemn it; other astronomers and unmusical
bobbed-hair young ladies all over the world may resent
it as an outrage; but as citizens of another country
neither we nor our Government have any right to inter-
fere with it."

That evening, with some German friends, I began
making a round of Ratskellers, restaurants, Bierstubes.
German Jews, I noticed, seemed as welcome in all
of them as any other customer. Oil paintings were
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